[A negleted bacteria with a case: Bartonella henselae].
Bartonella henselae the causative agent of cat scratch disease (CSD), is a gram-negative, coccobacillus, facultative intracellular bacterium CSD usually presents as a clinical form of benign local lymphadenopathy (LAP) but sometimes it may progress to severe life threatening complications. Despite the fact that CSD is known to be a common disease, which is one of the important causes of local LAPs in the world, there are few publications in our country. For the diagnosis, the clinician should suspect for CSD and has to ask to the patient whether there is a story of cat scratch or not. In our country the diagnosis of CSD is usually done by invasive pathological examination instead of simple serological tests. In this report, a 14 years old case with CSD with antibody titers of 1/384 IgM, 1/2048 IgG B.henselae antibody determined by indirect fluorescent antibody (IFA) method in serum and B.henselae positivity by polymerase chain reaction (PCR) from LAP sample of the patient with axillary LAP was presented. Even though molecular techniques have been used for the diagnosis of the previous reported cases, it is the first B.henselae positive case in our country detected with PCR. In the history of the case it was learned that the patient was scratched by a street cat few months ago and the axillary LAP developed 4-5 weeks later. Axillary ultrasonography shawed abscesses with the largest 22 x 44 mm compatible with LAP. No growth was detected in the LAP biopsy specimen culture. Leucocyte count was normal but sedimentation rate (68 mm/h), and C-reactive protein (41.7 mg/L) were higher.Therapy was started with azitromycin 500 mg/day but two weeks later as there was no regression of LAP, considering the development of resistance, the treatment was changed to doxycycline 2 x 100 mg/day and rifampicin 1 x 300 mg/day. As the LAP was in abscess formation and the titers found in IFA was higher than the predictive value of B.henselae antibody titer for endocarditis, the treatment has been extended to four weeks and the patient has been cured. Especially children and adolescents are at very high risk for zoonotic infections transmitted from pets in our country due to the intense immigration to the city from the rural areas and the unconscious and uncontrolled livelihood of friendship with street animals. We should accept that this is not a rare condition, as the cat scratch disease can change from harmless to very serious forms the diagnosis and treatment should be quickly and carefully performed. Currently, serological examinations for Bartonella are rarely done in some certain reference laboratories in our country. The number of these laboratories should be increased or the usage of the tests in these reference laboratories should be at least expanded.